Protracted infection of pacemaker leads with development of large vegetations: three years follow up. Case report.
A case history of a patient with permanent pacemaker reports inaccurate diagnosis of inflammation at the site of operation wound and a protracted infection of pacemaker leads. Inadequate therapy led to protracted inflammation with the leads fixed in the superior vena cava and the development of large vegetations in the right heart. Finally, the condition was resolved by surgical explantation and long-term antibiotic therapy. This case history describes infectious complications related to the implantation of a permanent pacemaker and the role of echocardiography in diagnosis of vegetations and points out the surgical treatment as a method of choice.